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An International Conference on the Realisation of Socio-Economic Rights in Emerging Free Markets: 

Perspectives from China and India was held at City University of Hong Kong (CityU) from 29 

November to 30 November 2012. The Conference was organised by the Centre for Chinese & 

Comparative Law (RCCL), School of Law, CityU.  

 

The Conference sought to examine the challenges faced, and the progress made, by the two Asian 

giants – China and India – in realising the socio-economic rights of their vast population. The 

examination was done against the background of both countries embracing the free market ideology 

but without totally abandoning their socialist orientations. The Conference provided a timely 

opportunity to discuss in a comparative way various approaches to realise labour rights as well as the 

rights to education, health, food, and social security. The role of courts and public interest litigation 

in fulfilling socio-economic rights was also discussed.  

 



The cutting edge comparative theme of the Conference attracted many distinguished scholars from 

all over the world. Speakers from mainland China, Hong Kong, India, Australia, Brazil, Germany, 

Italy, Singapore, South Africa, USA and The Netherlands presented papers at the Conference.  

 

 

On behalf of the CityU School of Law, Mr Brian 

Gibson, Visiting Fellow at the School, welcomed all 

speakers and participants. In his welcoming address, 

he emphasized that the theme of this RCCL 

Conference was highly topical, given the recent rapid 

economic growth in both China and India. Mr Gibson 

pointed out that Hong Kong, with its unique position 

as the China’s window to the world, was well-

positioned to hold this conference.   

 

 

Professor Arthur Ellis, Provost of CityU, in his 

inaugural speech mentioned that both China and 

India are grappling with the task of reducing 

economic disparities and fulfilling basic needs of 

their people. He expressed the hope that this 

Conference would provide an opportunity to 

discuss and learn from each other’s experiences in 

how the current challenges in realising socio-

economic rights could be overcome.  

 

 

 

 

Dr Surya Deva, the Conference Coordinator and Associate Professor at 

the School of Law, said that the Conference was aimed at triggering 

more Indo-Chinese comparative research by legal scholars. He noted that 

despite many differences, it was both desirable and feasible to compare 

legal developments in China and India. The comparative insights might 

be relevant not only for these two countries but also for other developing 

countries, in particular the BRICS countries.   

 

 

 


